
www.mediationconference.com.au 
 

 
 

TThhee  77tthh  NNaattiioonnaall    
MMeeddiiaattiioonn  
CCoonnffeerreennccee  

  

DDaarrwwiinn  NNTT  

3300  JJuunnee  ––  22  JJuullyy  22000044  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  BBRROOCCHHUURREE  



The 7th National Mediation Conference
Darwin NT

30 June - 2 July 2004

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.mediationconference.com.au 2

Index 
 
General  Conference Informat ion .........................................................................................3 
Conference Organis ing Commit tee .....................................................................................4 
Conference Secretariat ..........................................................................................................4 
Proposed Program ..................................................................................................................5 
Social  Program ........................................................................................................................7 

Welcome Reception – Pre-Registration........................................................................................7 
Wukindi-Rom Ceremony ...........................................................................................................7 
Mindil Beach Markets ...............................................................................................................7 
Ten Thousand Stars Gala Dinner................................................................................................7 

Talking-table Sessions ...........................................................................................................8 
Breakout Sessions ..................................................................................................................8 

Cross Cultural Sector.................................................................................................................8 
Community Sector.....................................................................................................................8 
Corporate Sector ......................................................................................................................8 
Professional Practice .................................................................................................................8 

Rapporteur ...............................................................................................................................8 
Shirli Kirschner .........................................................................................................................8 

Opening Speakers ..................................................................................................................9 
Dr Peter Toyne, MLA .................................................................................................................9 
The Hon. John von Doussa  - President Human Rights & Equal Opportunities Commission..............9 
Rev. Dr. Djiniyini Gondarra AOM - Former member Council Aboriginal Reconciliation ...............10 

Other Confirmed Contributors ...........................................................................................10 
General Darwin Informat ion ..............................................................................................11 

Darwin ................................................................................................................................11 
Conference Venue .............................................................................................................12 
Regis tra t ion Desk ..............................................................................................................12 
ATM .....................................................................................................................................12 
Weather and Dress S tandard .........................................................................................13 
Transport  & Transfers .......................................................................................................13 
Tour Desk ............................................................................................................................13 

Touring Opt ions ....................................................................................................................14 
Darwin City Sights  Tour ...................................................................................................14 
Jumping Crocodi le Cruise ...............................................................................................14 
Terr i tory Wild l i fe Park Tour ............................................................................................15 
L i tchf ie ld Nat ional  Park ...................................................................................................15 
Kather ine Gorge and Edith Fal l s  Tour ..........................................................................16 
Wildl i fe Spectacular  Tour ...............................................................................................16 
Barramundi F ishing Day Tour .........................................................................................17 
1.5 Day L i tchf ie ld Chauf ferred Tour .............................................................................17 
2 Day Kakadu Motel  Accommodated ............................................................................18 

Registrat ion Form .................................................................................................................20 



The 7th National Mediation Conference
Darwin NT

30 June - 2 July 2004

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.mediationconference.com.au 3

General Conference Information  
 
On 30 June 2004, the Attorney General wi l l  of f ic ial ly open the 7 t h  Bi-annual 
Mediation Conference in Darwin, Northern Terri tory. This highl ight on the 
Australasian calendar at tracts those at the forefront of dispute resolut ion 
and negotiat ion in Austral ia and overseas. 
 

TThheemmee     
 
The theme of the 7 t h  National Mediat ion Conference is tt rr uuee   tt aa ll kk ii nngg ,,   ff oo rrwwaarrdd   
wwaa ll kk ii nngg .  TT rruuee   tt aa ll kk ii nngg:  respectful ,  inclusive and cri t ical  pract ice in mediat ion 
for creative choices in management, planning and dispute resolut ion. 
FFoo rrwwaarrdd   wwaa ll kk ii nngg:  determined, col laborative and pract ical implementat ion of 
decisions in the professional and corporate domain. 
 
Bui lding on the 6 t h  National Mediat ion Conference “Pathways towards 
dispute management” the 7 t h  National Mediat ion conference aims to promote 
conversations and practical  act ion towards national professional s tandards 
and accredi tat ion; to provide opportunit ies for cross fer t i l izat ion between 
our expanding f ie lds of pract ice and to del iver a s trong cross-cul tural f lavor 
to both. 
 
 

WWhhoo  wwii ll ll   bbee  tthheerree??  
   

Based on the at tendance at the previous 6 national conferences, we expect 
that those at tending this program wil l  include key representat ives from: 
 
-  Courts      -  Austral ian Defence Forces  
- Bankers      -  Company Directors & CEO’s 
- Financial Inst i tut ions Community   -  Insurance sector  
-  Regional and Major Infrastructure sector - Strategic Planners 
- Project Managers     -  Human Resource Managers 
- Lawyers      -  Community Just ice Centres  
-  Churches      -  Community services sector 
- Law Societ ies     -  Indigenous organisat ions  
-  Construct ion and Bui lding sector  -  Dispute Resolut ion services 
- Family mediat ion and support services  -  Government agencies     
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Conference Organising Committee 
 
Pat  McIntyre – Co Chair      Tony Fi tzgerald – Co Chair  
Barr is ter  and Mediator ,    Ant i -discr iminat ion  
John Toohey Chambers,  NT    Commiss ioner,  NT    

 
Peter  Hourigan     Janet  Muirhead 
Pr inc ipal      Manager -  Pr imary Dispute 
Chartered Accountants ,  NT    Resolu t ion Service,   

Relat ionships Austral ia,  NT 
Karen Dey 
Co-ordinator ,      Dee McKintosh  
Communi ty Jus t ice Centre,  NT   Mediator,   
       Communi ty Just ice Centre,  NT 
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Minter  E l l ison Lawyers, NT    Mediator,  NT  
        
Dr Terry Quong     David Alderman 
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Manunda Terrace School Wil l iam Fors ter  Chambers 
 
Patr ic ia Raymond     Captain Helen Marks CSM  RAN 
Family Cour t  Mediator,  NT Director  of  Al ternat ive Dispute 

Resolu t ion and Conf l ic t   
Scot t  Pet tersson Management  
CEO, LEADR, NSW     Austral ian Defence Organisat ion 
 
Kar lsson Kris t ina    
Off ice of  Women’s Pol icy 
Dept of  the Chief  Minis ter  
 
Conference Secretariat 
 
Please direct all correspondence to the conference Secretariat: 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 

Carrie Altamura 
Manager 
GPO Box 2541,  
DARWIN NT 0801 
PH: + 61 8 8981 1875 
FAX: + 61 8 8941 1639 
E-Mail: caltamura@thebestevents.com.au 
Website: thebestevents.com.au
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Proposed Program  
 
Tuesday 29 June 2004 

T IME  ACT IV I TY  

TU
ES

A
D

Y

1700 -  
1830  

WELCOME & REGISTRAT ION COCKTAI L  PARTY  
Par l i amen t  House ,  Grea t  Ha l l  
Hos t ed  by  A t to rney  Genera l  Dr  Pe t e r  Toyne  MLA 

 
Wednesday 30 June 2004 

T IME  ACT IV I TY  

0600 -  
0730  

Wukindi-Rom Ceremony (Optional) 
Break fas t  i n  S i l ence  –  E sp lanade ,  Darw in  

0730  Reg i s t ra t i on  Desk  Opens  
BALLROOM - PLENARY ONE 
We l come  to  Coun t ry  –  La r rak ia  Na t ion  
Of f i c ia l  Con fe rence  Opening  –  A t to rney -Genera l  D r  Pe t e r  Toyne  MLA 

Key -no te  Addres s  –  ‘A br idge  fo r  our  coun t ry ’  
Rev .  D j i n i y in i  Gondar ra   
‘C ros s - cu l t u ra l  d ia logue :  an  i n v i t a t i on  t o  a  med ia t i on  br idge ’  

0845  

Key -no te  Addres s  –  ‘ADR:  an  essen t ia l  t oo l  fo r  human r igh t s ’  
Mr John  Von  Dous sa  

1000  -
1030  

MORNING TEA  

1030  BALLROOM -  P LENARY TWO 
I n t roduc t i on  o f  Tab l e  Hos t s  and  the  ‘ Ta lk ing  Tab le ’  concep t  
BREAKOUT –  SESS ION ONE 1100 

Cros s -Cu l t u ra l  
Sec to r  

Commun i t y  
Sec to r  

Corpora t e  Sec to r  P ro f e s s iona l  
P rac t i c e  

1230 –  
1330  

LUNCH 

BREAKOUT  -  SESS ION TWO 1330  

Cros s -Cu l t u ra l  
Sec to r  

Commun i t y  
Sec to r  

Corpora t e  Sec to r  P ro f e s s iona l  
P rac t i c e  

1500  -
1530  

AFTERNOON TEA 

BREAKOUT  -  SESS ION THREE  1530 

Des ign ing  fo r  
t he  c ros s -
cu l t u ra l  Sec to r  

Commun i t y  
Sec to r  

Corpora t e  Sec to r  P ro f e s s iona l  
P rac t i c e  

1700  CLOSE  

W
ED

N
ES

D
A

Y
W

ED
N

ES
D

A
Y

W
ED

N
ES

D
A

Y
W

ED
N
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D

A
Y

W
ED

N
ES

D
A

Y
W

ED
N

ES
D

A
Y

W
ED

N
ES

D
A

Y

1830 –  
2000  

Con fe rence  de l ega tes  and  the  pub l i c  a re  i nv i t ed  t o  a  spec ia l  pub l i c  addres s  a t  
t he  Darwin  En t e r ta inmen t  Cen t r e  

 
Thursday 1 July 2004 

T IME  ACT IV I TY  
0600 –  
0730  

Wukind i -Rom Ceremony  (Op t iona l )  
Break fas t  i n  S i l ence  –  E sp lanade ,  Darw in  

TH
U

R
S

D
A

0745 Reg i s t ra t i on  Desk  Opens  
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BALLROOM -  P LENARY THREE  
Ta l k i ng  Tab l e  se s s ion   

0830  
 
0900  ‘R i f l e s  and  Repar tee  –  Sh i f t i ng  f rom a  Ne twork  o f  Med ia to r s  to  a  commun i ty  

o f  ADR Prac t i t i one rs ’  
Luc i e  A l l i a re ,  D i r ec to r  Genera l  Con f l i c t  Managemen t  P rog ram & Nico l e  
Char ron -Pogg io l i ,  D i rec to r  I n te r ven t i on  Se r v i ce s .  
Depar tmen t  o f  Na t iona l  De fence ,  Canada  

1030 -  
1100  

MORNING TEA 

BREAKOUT  -  SESS ION FOUR 1100  
‘Aus t ra l ian  Med ia t ion -The  P lay ’   
Drama t i c  per fo rmance  by  Lau rence  
Bou le ,  Nadja  A lexander ,  Tom F i she r ,  
Va le r i e  C l emen t s  &  o ther s .  

‘B ig  ‘ ta lk ing ’  Bus iness ’  
A fac i l i t a t ed  Fo rum s t y l e  
d i s cus s ion  showcas ing  d i spu t e  
r e so lu t i on  innova t ions  i n  who l e sa l e  
bus ine s s  marke t s .   
Repre sen ta t i ve s  f rom Te l co ’ s ,  
E l e c t r i c i t y ,  Wa te r ,  Gas ,  M in ing  
and  T ranspor t  Sec to r s  

1300 –  
1400  

LUNCH 

BREAKOUT -  SESS ION F IVE  -  COLLOQUIUM 1400  –  
1600  Cros s -Cu l t u ra l  

Sec to r  
Commun i t y  
Sec to r  

Corpora t e  
Sec to r  

P ro f e s s iona l  
P rac t i c e  

Commun i t y  
Ju s t i c e  Cen t r e ’ s

1600  CLOSE  

TH
U

R
S

D
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Y
TH

U
R

S
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TH
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1730 MINDIL  BEACH MARKETS  

 
Friday 2 July 2004 

T IME  ACT IV I TY  
0600 –  
0730  

Wukind i -Rom Ceremony  (Op t iona l )  
Break fas t  i n  S i l ence   E sp lanade ,  Darw in  

00745 Reg i s t ra t i on  Desk  Opens  
0830 BALLROOM -  P LENARY FOUR 

Key -no te  Addre s s  ‘Common Spaces  –An  ADR pro fess ion ,  many  char i sms ;  
some  ques t ions ’  –  P ro f .  Lau rence  Bou l l e  

1000 -  
1030  

MORNING TEA 

BREAKOUT -SESS ION S IX  1030  
Cros s -Cu l t u ra l  
Sec to r  

Commun i t y  Sec to r  Corpora t e  Sec to r  P ro f e s s iona l  
P rac t i c e  

1200  BALLROOM -  P LENARY F IVE  
P repara t i on  and  p re sen ta t ion  o f  the  ‘ Tab le  Ta l k ’  v i sua l s   
Th i s  i s  an  ‘ exchange  o f  mes sage ’  exer c i se ;  a  fac i l i ta t ed  conve r sa t ion  be tween  
mu l t i -par t y  g roups  

1300 -  
1400  

LUNCH 

1400-  
15 .30  
 

BALLROOM -  P LENARY S IX  
Hypo the t i ca l  
Jane  He l i x  w i l l  hos t  an  en te r ta in ing  pane l  d i s cu ss ion  inc l ud ing  Keyno te  
p re sen te r s  
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1545 -
1605  

GENERAL  RAPPORTEUR AND CLOSE  
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Social Program 
 

Welcome Reception – Pre-Registration  
(Tuesday 29 June) 
Watch the sun go down over Darwin Harbor from the Speakers 
Green of the award-winning Parliament House during the Welcome 
Reception, hosted by the Attorney general of the Northern Territory. 
 
While you are there take the opportunity to register in preparation 
for the conference the following day. 
 
 

Wukindi-Rom Ceremony  
(Wednesday 30 June, Thursday 1 Ju ly and Fr iday 2 July)  
OPTIONAL 

Wukindi is pronounced as wookindi. Wukindi-Rom is a ceremony of the 
Yolgnu Golumala Clan Nation People of East Arnhemland that has been 
used traditionally for centuries as a conflict resolution and healing process 
to restore relationships between individuals, groups and clan nations. 
‘Wukindi-Rom’ connotes a place of healing, a sacred place, a place of law. 
Indigenous Peoples from around Australia and over-seas have their own 
similar traditional ceremonies for peace-making and conflict resolution. 
Traditional Elders from other clan nations will join with Yolgnu Golumala 
Clan Nation Elders in conducting a demonstration of their deeply reflective 
and ceremonial approach to dispute resolution. They extend an invitation to 

conference delegates to bring their own breakfast to the Darwin Esplanade on each morning of the 
conference and listen to and reflect upon the richness of their wisdom. 
For more information please go to www.wukindi.com 
 
 

Mindil Beach Markets  
(Thursday 1 July) 
Tantalise your taste buds with food from all corners of the globe at the 
famous Mindil beach Markets. Make you own selection from the wide 
variety of market stalls available (own expense), then joins for a drink 
whilst we witness the most glorious of sunsets. 
 
 

Ten Thousand Stars Gala Dinner  
(Friday 2 July) 
Experience the delight of dining under the stars, whilst the light of Darwin tinkle across the bay. Taste 
the wonderful array of local produce accompanied by the best of Australian wines. 
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Talking-table Sessions 
 
In the week preceding the conference, the inaugral Wukindi-Rom Cross-Cultural Mediation & 
Leadership Training Project will have been concluded on Elcho Island, East Arnhemland. Once on 
each day of the conference, graduates of this joint Yolgnu Golumala Clan Nation / Charles Darwin 
University project, will facilitate small group discussions among conference delegates.  It is hoped that 
such discussions will be opportunities for delegates to foster appreciation of the breadth & depth of our 
emerging profession and at the same time provide some informal opportunities for mentoring and 
collegiality. 
 

Breakout Sessions  
Cross Cultural Sector 
There will be presentations and workshops concerning family mediation; in an Indigenous context; 
community based and court referred Indigenous mediation models; issues of power and authority in 
Indigenous ADR; facilitating regional governance; international perspectives on cross-cultural models; 
and a colloquium “Mediation applications in the Indigenous context”. 
Community Sector 
There will be presentations and workshops concerning quality and standards in PDR; developments 
and family mediation; domestic violence and child protection; ADR in schools; Universities and ADR; 
the “Power of apology” and a National Community Justice Centre colloquium. 
Corporate Sector 
There will be presentations and workshops concerning extending the application of ADR technologies 
in the making of business choices; ADR in urban planning; ADR in major infrastructure development; 
capacity building conflict coaching; workplace conflict and bullying. 
Professional Practice 
There will be presentations and workshops concerning “Tools for Tool boxes” complaints and ADR; 
quality ADR Cost benefit analysis; online ADR; International ADR program design; ADR professional 
attitudes and behaviors.  
 

Rapporteur 
 
Shirli Kirschner 
Shirli Kirschner has been a qualified mediator for 12 years and is the 
principal of Resolve Advisors Pty Ltd, which she established in August 1996. 
Resolve provides mediation, facilitation and ADR and system design services 
to a wide client base.  
Shirli is on a number of mediator panels including the LEADR Advanced 
panel, UTS/CDR and LawCover panels. She was on the standby panel for 
Sydney Ferries for the Sydney Olympic games. Recent mediations include 
disputes in the wholesale telecommunications market between stakeholder 
carriers and a partnership disputes within a small ($8 million turnover) 
company.  
Shirli is the NECA dispute resolution adviser for the National Electricity Market.  
She is on the editonal panel of the ADR bulletin.  
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Opening Speakers 
 

Dr Peter Toyne, MLA 

 
Minister for Justice & Attorney General 
Dr Peter Toyne MLA has been a member of the legislative assembly since 
1996. When the Labor party came to government in 2001 Dr Toyne formed 
part of the Ministry as Attorney General of the Northern Territory. 
Prior to his political career Dr Toyne was principal of Yuendumu Community 
Education Centre which was responsible for all education programs from 
pre-school to adult education, promoting the process of Aboriginalisation 
and resulting in Aboriginal teachers joining the staff.   
From 1990 to 1994 he was a Consultant to Government and other 
agencies in a variety of areas where he is recognised as having developed 

expertise including training, community development, telecommunications, water supply, road and 
other infrastructure development. Dr Toyne completed his Ph D at the la Trobe University in 2000. 
As Attorney General he has been instrumental in promoting ADR and in 2003 opened the Northern 
Territory Justice and Community Centre. 
 
 

The Hon. John von Doussa  - President Human Rights & Equal Opportunities Commission 
 

The Hon. John von Doussa was appointed President of the Human Rights and 
Equal Opportunity Commission on 1 May 2003 for a five year term. 
At the time of his appointment he was a Judge of the Federal Court of 
Australia, an appointment he had held since 1988. He was also the President 
of the Australia Competition Tribunal, a Presidential Member of the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal, an Additional Judge of the Supreme Court of 
the Australian Capital Territory, and a Judge of the Industrial Relations Court 
of Australia. From 1992 until shortly before his appointment he was also a 
part-time Commissioner of the Australian Law Reform Commission. From 1986 
to 1988 he was a Judge of the Supreme Court of South Australia. 

Before his appointment as a Judge he was a Queens Counsel practicing mainly in South Australia, 
and had served terms as the President of the Law Society of South Australia, and Vice-President of the 
Law Council of Australia. 
In South Australia he had a close interest in the organisation and provision of practical legal training 
for newly qualified graduates in law. At different times he was the chair of advisory committees for the 
graduate diploma courses in legal practice conducted by the University of South Australia and by the 
Law Society of South Australia. In 1996 he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of the University of 
South Australia in recognition of that involvement. He received a Centenary Medal in 2003. 
In 1993 he sat as an Acting Judge in the Supreme Court of Vanuatu. In 1997 he became a member of 
the Court of Appeal of Vanuatu. In 2003 he was appointed a non-resident member of the Supreme 
Court of Fiji. He continues to hold these appointments.  
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Rev. Dr. Djiniyini Gondarra AOM - Former member Council Aboriginal Reconciliation  
 
Rev Dr Djiniyini Gondarra OAM has served a long career in 
the Methodist and Uniting Churches. Ordained in 1976, he 
was awarded the Order of Australia Medal in 1985. 
He has held the positions of Director, Reconciliation Australia 
Limited,  Chief Executive Officer Aboriginal Resource and 
Development Services Inc. & Northern Regional Council of 
the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress. 
Rev Djiniyini is currently a member of the Australian 

Indigenous Cultural Network Steering Committee, Director of Yirrkala Business Enterprises and has 
been Chairman of the Arnhem Land Progress Association Inc since 1993. 
 
Other Confirmed Contributors 
 

-  Lucie Al l iare – Director General Confl ic t  Management Program, 
Department of  Nat ional  Defence, Canadian Forces of  Canada 

-  Nicole Charron-Poggiol i  -  Director Intervent ion Services,  Department of  
Nat ional  Defence, Canadian Forces of  Canada  

-  Prof  Laurence Boul le -  Former Chair,  Nat ional  ADR Advisory Counci l   
-  Prof Michael (Mick)  Dodson AM – AIATSIS  
-  Prof Peter Yu -  L ingiar i  Foundat ion 
-  Assoc.  Prof.  Dr. Nadja Alexander -  Professor of  Dispute Resolut ion  

Austral ian Centre for Peace and Conf l ict  Studies at  the Univers i ty of  
Queensland (UQ).  

-  Professor Tania Sourdin BA, LLB, GDLP, LLM, PhD -  Professor in Law and 
Dispute Resolut ion La Trobe Universi ty,  Director Conf l ict  Resolut ion 
Research Centre   

-  Dr Tom Fisher -  La Trobe Univers i ty 
-  Assoc.  Prof.  Dr Tom Altobel l i  -  Univers i ty Western Sydney 
-  Mr Kurt  Noble -  Queensland of  Department of  Just ice  
-  Captain Helen Marks CSM  RAN - Director of  Al ternat ive Dispute 

Resolut ion and Confl ic t  Management,  Austral ian Defence Organisat ion 
-  Sue Duncombe & Alan Ogg - Directors,  ADR-plus 
- Mr Graham Neate - President National Native Title Tribunal 
- Dr Terry Quong - NT Department of Education 
- Scott Pettersson - LEADR 
- Prof Geoff Clarke - Law School James Cook University 
- Assoc Prof Craig Jones - Director of Native Title Studies Center, James Cook University 
- Jane Helix - Director, Community Solutions  
-  Ms Toni Bauman - AIATSIS Research Fellow 
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General Darwin Information 
 
 
 
 
 
Darwin 
 
 
The scenic modern town of Darwin and i ts huge harbor take vis i tors by 
surprise. The unexpected lushness of the tropical ci ty surrounded by blue 
water and sandy beaches make i t  an ideal place to stay whils t  vis i t ing the 
many beauti ful  natural at tract ions of the Top End.  
 
Darwin offers al l  the sophist icat ion of an international ci ty with restaurants, 
hotels,  museums, art gal leries, as wel l  as night l i fe. Yet Darwin's tropical 
boundaries are the gl i t ter ing al lure of the Timor Sea and the luxuriant 
greens of the tropical wet lands. 
 
The his tory of Darwin and the Top End is also on display with many 
his torical reserves, museums and at tract ions chart ing the progress of the 
region. From the pioneering days of early set t lement, the mining boom t imes, 
the war years of WWII, and the impact of cyclones and the natural 
environment. The endeavors of the spir i ted pioneers that made Darwin what 
i t  is today. 
  
Local at tract ions include the Mindi l  Beach, crocodi le farms, George Brown 
Darwin Botanic Gardens, the Aviat ion Heri tage Centre, Casuarina Coastal 
Reserve, NT Art Gal lery, and the East Point Mil i tary Museum.  
 
Austral ia's only tropical capital  ci ty boasts a populat ion of 77,000 with 
about 20,000 more in the combined satel l i te ci ty of Palmerston and the 
surrounding rural area. Approximately half  the Northern Terri tory 
populat ion l ives within a 40km radius of Darwin and l ike the ci ty i tsel f ,  on 
average they are younger than the rest  of Austral ia.  
 
I t  may be the ci ty's relaxed l i festyle, the magnet of i ts at tract ions, the 
haunting majesty of the monsoonal s torms, or the smel l  of the tropics, but 
people who experience Darwin never forget i t .   
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Conference Venue 
 
Darwin Entertainment Centre/Holiday Inn Esplanade 
93 Mitchel l  S treet  Darwin        The Esplanade Darwin 

 
The Conference will be held at the Darwin Entertainment Centre (DEC) 
and the Holiday Inn Esplanade. This complex houses both DEC and the 
Holiday Inn Esplanade. It has magnificent views overlooking tropical 
parklands, foreshore of the Esplanade and is ideally located within the 
central business district. 
  
The DEC is the premier Entertainment and Convention venue in the Top 

End of the Northern Territory of Australia. The Darwin Entertainment Centre hosts major 
national and international acts as well as local theatre concerts and Darwin based artists.  
 
For those delegates that have chosen accommodation from the wide variety offered for the 
conference, most of these hotels are nearby and well within walking distance of the DEC.  
 
Registration Desk 
 
The registrat ion desk and a tour desk wil l  operate from 1s t  F loor of the 
Holiday Inn Esplanade Darwin for the duration of the conference.  
 
 OPERATING TIMES 
 Tuesday, 29 June  
 1700 - 1830 - Welcome Reception/Pre-Registrat ion (Parl iament House) 
 Wednesday, 30 June  
 0730 - 1730 - Day One 
 Thursday, 1 July 
 0730 - 1700 - Day Two 
 Friday, 2 July 
 0745 - 1700 - Day Three 

 
ATM 
 
The nearest Automatic te l ler machine is in the National Austral ia Bank 
located opposi te the Darwin Entertainment Centre on the corner of Mitchel l  
Street and Mc Lachlan Streets Darwin. 
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Weather and Dress Standard 
 
In Darwin the weather is tropical – always warm, sometimes humid and with 
lots of sunshine. With temperatures in June/July ranging from 19°C to 30°C 
i t  is a t ime when the locals feel the cold and the vis i tors embrace the 
warmth! 
 
Terri torians bel ieve they have the best l i festyle in Austral ia, and with good 
reason. The l i festyle in Darwin is casual  and this is ref lected in what people 
wear. Neat casual wear is appropriate for both Conference sessions and 
most social funct ions. 
 
Conference sessions wil l  be held in an air-condit ioned venue, therefore you 
may consider bringing a l ight pul lover or jacket in case you get cool.    
 
The Welcome Reception and Gala Dinner are both more formal occasions. 
This cal ls for what you may hear referred to as “Darwin Rig” or “Terri tory 
Rig”. This means for women, casual but elegant, and for men long trousers 
and col lared shir t ,  t ies and Jackets are not necessary. 
 
Transport & Transfers 
 
The Cost:  of taxis or private hire cars to and from the airport to the ci ty 
centre is approximately A$22.00 one way.  
 
An al ternative to this is the airport shutt le bus. This bus operates from the 
front of the airport and Cost: A$7.50 one way or A$13.00 return.   
 
Within the City Centre and for the budget minded there are cheaper 
al ternatives for transport,  such as mini buses, that operate within Darwin 
City Centre and Cost:  approximately A$2.50 per person. 
 
Tour Desk 
 
Throughout the durat ion of the conference, there wil l  be a ful ly 
operational tour desk avai lable to take bookings for post forum tours.  
Below you wil l  f ind a sample of touring options avai lable, however i f  you 
would l ike any addit ional information on the wide range of tours 
avai lable in the Top End and Austral ia in general, please contact The 
Best Conference and Events Company on ph: 08 89811875 or 
info@thebestevents.com.au. 
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Touring Options 
 
Please Note:  Pr ices detai led below are per person and are quoted in Austra l ian 
Dol lars.  Pr ices are avai lable for pre paid reservat ions through The Bes t  Conference 
and Events  Company only.  
 
Darwin City Sights Tour   
Cost :    Adult :  $50.00 Chi ld:  $39.00  
Durat ion of Tour: 3 1/2 hours  
Vehicle Type:  Air Condi t ioned Coaster  Bus 

Minimum 2 Maximum of  22 persons  
Departure Days: Daily year round 

Departs Darwin 2.00pm 
Arr ives Darwin 5.00pm 
Arrives Darwin 7.00pm with Sunset  extension 

Chi ld Age:  5-15 years  
I t inerary:  Departs  Darwin. Enjoy this  comprehensive tour of  Darwin 
inc luding informat ive and interes t ing commentary. The tour inc ludes v is i t s  to 
Chinese Temple,  Botanical  Gardens,  East  Point  Reserve,  Stokes Hi l l  Wharf  Precinc t  
and Mooring Basin,  WWII  Rel ics ,  East  Point  Reserve,  Fannie Bay Gaol,  Museum of 
Arts  and Sciences and other his tor ic  c i ty  s ights .  Opt ional  Sunset  ex tension, enjoy a 
dr ink and canapes.   
 
Jumping Crocodile Cruise 
Cost:   Adult: $75.00  Child:  $60.00 
Durat ion of Tour: 5 hours  
Vehicle Type: Air Condi t ioned Coaster  Coach 

Minimum of 2 Maximum of  22 persons  
Departure Days: Daily year round 

Depar ts  Darwin 12.50pm 
Arr ives Darwin 6.30pm  

Chi ld Age:  4 - 14 years  
I t inerary:  Departs Darwin. Jus t  60km from Darwin l ies the Adelaide 
River ,  home to over 1600 Crocodi les and the locat ion of  the famous Jumping 
Crocodi les.  Cruise the r iver  and thr i l l  as these awesome creatures launch 
themselves out  of  the water.   
As wel l  as the Jumping Crocodi le Cruise,  th is tour also inc ludes a vis i t  to Fogg 
Dam Nature Reserve and Window on the Wetlands Environment Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The 7th National Mediation Conference
Darwin NT

30 June - 2 July 2004

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.mediationconference.com.au 15

Terri tory Wildl i fe Park Tour 
Cost :    Adult: $56.00   Child: $40.00 
Durat ion of Tour: 5 hours  
Vehicle Type: Air Condi t ioned Coaster  Bus 

Minimum of 2 maximum of  4 persons  
Departure Days: Daily year round 

Departs Darwin 7.30am 
Returns Darwin 1.30pm  

Chi ld Age:  4 - 14 years  
I t inerary:  Departs Darwin.  Located 57kms and about  45 minutes f rom 
Darwin, this  world c lass,  award winning park is  set  in 400 hectares of  natural  
bushland and home for the largest  col lec t ion of  Terr i tory Wildl i fe.  Vis i tors  have 4 
hours to explore the many exhibi ts  inc luding the nocturnal  house, the aquarium 
wi th v iewing tunnel ,  aviar ies,  bird of  prey display and more.  
 
Enjoy a bush walk or  take the train  
Raptors -  Birds of  prey display  
Aquarium - wi th underwater  v iewing tunnel   
B ird Aviar ies -  inc luding 20 meter high walk through aviary  
Rain Fores t  Walk  
Nocturnal  House -  See many rare animals where night  is  turned in to day  
Observe wild l i fe at  c lose range, in their  natural  habi ta t   
 
L i tchfield National Park 
Cost:   Adult: $94.00  Child: $84.00 
Durat ion of Tour: 1 Day  
Vehicle Type: Air-condi t ioned Coaster  Coach 

Minimum of 2 Maximum of  22 Persons  
Departure Days: Daily except Chr is tmas Day and Good Fr iday 

Departs Darwin 7.00am 
Returns Darwin 6.00pm  

Chi ld Age:  4 - 14 years  
I t inerary:  Departs Darwin. Fol low the Stuar t  Highway to L i tchf ie ld Park 
via the pic turesque township of  Batchelor  (Gateway to the Park) .  Vis i t ing the main 
fa l l s  of  Tolmer,  F lorence and Wangi Fal ls  where the oppor tuni t ies for  scenic and 
in terpret ive bush and monsoon forest  walks are avai lable.  A picnic  s ty le lunch and 
plenty of  swimming wil l  ensure a fun and educat ional day.  
( In the event road c losures or  c l imat ic  prob lems prevent  access to some Fal ls ,  other 
at t ract ions wi l l  be inc luded.)   
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Katherine Gorge and Edith Falls Tour 
Cost:   Adult: $145.00 Child: $73.00 
Durat ion of Tour: 1 Day  
Vehicle Type: Large Air  Condit ioned Coach 

Minimum of 2 maximum of  46 persons  
Departure Days: Departs Mon, Wed, Thu, Fr i ,  Sat   

02 May 03 - 31 Oct 03 
Depar ts Tue, Thurs,  Sat  
01 Nov 03 - 29 Apr 04 
Departs Darwin 6:45am 
Returns Darwin 8.30pm 

Chi ld Age:  4 -12 years  
 
I t inerary:  Departs Darwin.  Leaving Darwin you t ravel  south v ia World 
War I I  a irs tr ips to Adelaide River where you vis i t  the War Cemetery,  a s i te  
dedicated to those who los t  their  l ives dur ing the at tacks on Darwin in the 1940's.   
Cont inue onto Edi th Fal ls  where you have the t ime for a refreshing swim. Af ter  
lunch you cont inue onto Kather ine Gorge in Ni tmiluk Nat ional  Park to join a scenic 
two hour cru ise where you have the oppor tuni ty to see wi ld l i fe inc luding Johnstoni  
crocodi le and prol i f ic  birdl i fe.   
The tour of  the f irs t  two gorges take you past  sheer rock wal ls  and al l  manner of  
f lora and fauna. 
 
Wildl i fe Spectacular Tour 
Cost:   Adult: $129.00 Child: $99.00 
Durat ion of Tour: 1 Day  
Vehicle Type: Air Condi t ioned Coaster  Bus 

Minimum of 2 Maximum of  4 Persons  
Departure Days: Daily year round 

Departs Darwin 7.30am 
Returns Darwin 6.30pm  

Chi ld Age:  5-15 years  
 
I t inerary:  Departs Darwin.  Commence the day wi th a v is i t  to the award 
winning Terr i tory Wildl i fe Park.  Cont inue on to the Crocodi le Farm before 
t ravel l ing out to the Adelaide River to join the Famous Jumping Crocodi le Cruise.  
Vis i t  Windows on the Wet lands and Fogg Dam Nature Reserve before returning to 
Darwin. Al l  entry fees and cruises are inc luded.  
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Barramundi Fishing Day Tour 
Cost:   Adult: $275.00 Child: $275.00 
Durat ion of Tour: 1 Day  
Vehicle Type: Air condit ioned late model Toyota  

4wd Stat ion Wagon & 4.6 metre  
a luminium barra boat  f i t ted wi th an  
environmental ly f r iendly 90hp 4  
s troke outboard.  

Departure Days: Daily Year Round 
Departs Darwin 5.30am 
Returns Darwin 5.00pm 
Minimum Of 2 Persons  

I t inerary:  Picked up from your accommodat ion in the ear ly morning you 
are transpor ted in a la te model 4wd to the f ishing locat ion for the day.  
 
A fu l ly  cus tomised 4.6metre vessel  provides a comfor table and safe f ishing 
plat form for the days f ishing. The vesse l  is  powered by an environmental ly  fr iendly 
90hp Suzuki  4 s troke outboard and has swivel  seats  and sunshade i f  required.  
 
Morning tea,  l ight  refreshments and lunch are inc luded and al l  f i shing gear is  
suppl ied on a replace i f  los t  or damaged basis  (a lcohol  is  not suppl ied but  can be 
organised on request ) .  
 
You wi l l  f ish one of  the many famous Top End Rivers and bi l labongs depending on 
what present  the best  opportuni ty for some exci t ing Barra f ishing.  
You wi l l  be returned to your accommodat ion in the la te af ternoon.  
 
What to Br ing:  
Wide br immed hat  
Polar ized sunglasses 
30+ sunscreen 
Insect  repel lent  
Camera/Video Camera wi th plenty of  f i lm 
Cool  l ight  c lo thing, Long s leeves and pants  are recommended 
 
1.5 Day Litchfield Chaufferred Tour 
Cost:   Adult: $400.00 Child: $400.00 
Durat ion of Tour: 1.5 Days  
Vehicle Type: Execut ive Coach 

Minimum 2 persons  
Departure Days: Daily  

Departs Darwin 7.00am 
Returns Darwin 12.00pm  

Chi ld Age:  Same as Adul ts   
I t inerary:  
Depar ts  Darwin. 
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Day 1: (B,L,D)  
Travel  the Stuar t  Highway to the rural  township of  Acacia where you wi l l  have a 
Barramundi breakfast .  Af ter  breakfast  you head to L i tchf ie ld Nat ional  Park where 
creeks and water fa l ls  are spr ing-fed al l  year.  Vis i t  the spectacular Wangi and 
Florence Fal ls  -  you may wish to have a refreshing swim here or jus t  cool  your feet  
in the crys ta l  c lear waters.   
 
Another surpr ise awai ts  you as you head towards the township of  Batchelor and a 
v is i t  to the unique But ter f ly  Farm. Wander at  your le isure amongst  the colour fu l ,  
hover ing but ter f l ies  -  so many colours,  so fragi le, yet  such beauty. 
 
Enjoy lunch in th is peacefu l  and lovely area -  take your t ime, there’s  no hurry, this  
is  your day to re lax.  Browse around the souvenir  shop -  you wi l l  see the best  
avai lable,  made by the very ta lented ALady of  the House. Af ter  lunch you return 
north to the very pret ty area of Howard Spr ings,  see how rural  Darwini tes l ike to 
l ive in this  rugged bush country and have bui l t  homes in acres of  land and made 
them into their  cas t les.  
 
A homestay for you this  evening -  luxury you would not  bel ieve possible in this  
t ropical  and beaut i fu l  backyard of  Darwin.  You wil l  be s taying at  Melaleuca 
Homestead. Enjoy your sumptuous dinner amongst  the tranqui l  gardens of  the 
proper ty -  your hosts  have a s tory to te l l . . .but  you wil l  jus t  have to exper ience this  
for  yourse l f .  
 
Day 2: (B)  
Af ter  a le isure ly breakfas t  there is p lenty of  t ime for you to s i t  and enjoy your 
surroundings or  explore this  beaut i fu l  par t  of  the Northern Terr i tory.  You wil l  be 
back in Darwin in t ime for lunch -  your own expense. 
 
INCLUSIONS IN THIS TOUR: 
* Breakfas t  both days,  lunch & dinner day one. 
* Homestay accommodat ion 
* Entrance fees 
 
2 Day Kakadu Motel Accommodated 
Cost:   Adult: $465.00 Child: $419.00 
Durat ion of Tour: 2 Days  
Vehicle Type: Air Condi t ioned Coaster  bus  

Minimum 2 Maximum of  21 persons  
Departure Days: Daily  

Departs Darwin 6.30am 
Returns Darwin 9.00pm  

Chi ld Age:  4 - 14 years  
I t inerary:  
Depar ts  Darwin. 
Day 1: (L )   
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Fol lows Stuar t  and Arnhem Highways.  Pass the Marrakai  P lains,  Adelaide,  Mary 
and Wildman River areas into Kakadu Nat ional  Park.  Cross the South Al l igator 
River and explore the World Heri tage area of Ubirr  Rock where you c l imb up 
through the ancient Aboriginal  rock ar t  gal ler ies to the lookout for  a view over the 
surrounding wet lands. Vis i t  Bowali  Vis i tor  Centre with i ts  informat ive displays,  
then cont inue to Cooinda to join Kakadu's fabled Yel low Waters Wet land Cruise.   
Day 2 :  (L )  
This  morning is  spent  in the Nour langie Rock region and Anbangbang Bi l labong 
which inc ludes spectacular Arnhemland Escarpment v iews, ancient Aboriginal 
occupat ion s i tes and pr is t ine freshwater environs.  Af ter  lunch venture of f  the 
beaten track to Barramundi Gorge, where a 2km return walk through monsoon 
fores t  leads to a smal l  water fa l l  and c lear p lunge pool .  
 
Late af ternoon you make your way out  of  Kakadu Nat ional Park,  v iewing Jabiru 
Township and pausing for an evening snack (own expense)  at  the Bark Hut  Inn.  
Arr ive Darwin mid evening. 
 
( In the event  seasonal condit ions prevent access to Ubirr  Rock and/or Barramundi 
Gorge the group wi l l  v is i t  other at tract ions such as Gubara Pools ,  Nanguluwur or  
Nawulandja).  
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P lease complete al l  sect ions by  and return to:  Carr ie Altamura 
 Manager
 The Best  Conference and Events Company 
 GPO Box 2541, Darwin, NT 0801    
 Emai l :  cal tamura@thebestevents.com.au
 PH: (08) 8981 1875 Fax:  (08) 8941 1639  

 

 
T i t le:     First  Name:       Surname :       

Organisat ion:        Posi t ion:      

Postal  Address :         City :      

State :        Postcode :    Country :     

Business Ph:      Mobi le:       

Business Fax:      Email :         

Special  Requirements:            

Name to appear on name badge:           
        
 

REGISTRATION 
 
Ear ly  Bi rd ( c loses  30 Apr i l )  $  495.00   Day    $ 225.00 
(10%  d i s c oun t  t o  L EADR  membe r s  –  e a r l yb i r d  on l y )         

P l ea se  i nd i ca te  wh i ch  day  you  w i l l  be  a t t end ing :      

Normal  ( c loses  31 May)     $  595.00    

Wednesday         Thu r sday            F r iday 
La te (af ter  1 June)                $ 655.00     
 
SOCIAL FUNCTIONS 
 

The  we lcome recept ion i s  inc luded  in  the reg is t ra t ion  fee.  For ca ter ing purposes  p lease indica te  i f  
you wi l l  be a t tending:  
 
 Yes -  I  wi l l  be at tending the Welcome Recept ion     
 

 

T i c ke t s  may  be  pu r chased  fo r  con fe rence  d inne r  a t  a  co s t  o f  $50 .oo  pe r  per son  (exc l ud ing  a l coho l ) .   
 
I  would l ike to  purchase       T i cke t s   @ $  50 .00    =   $  To ta l      
     
TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION  

 
I  wi l l  be making my own t rave l  and accommodat ion arrangements .  

OR 
I  wou ld l i ke ass i s tance wi th  my t rave l  arrangements .  
( The  Bes t  Con fe rence  and  Even t s  Company  w i l l  con tac t  you  to  d i s cu s s  your  r equ i remen t s )  
 

Accommodation  (See over fo r  accommodat ion in format ion)  

Hote l  Name:  (p re fe rence  1 )             

Ho te l  Name:  (p re fe rence  2 )            

Room Type:  ( s tandard/de luxe e tc )     Sg l :          Dbl :                Twin:   

Check in  Date :      T ime:     Check out  Date:       

To ta l  number o f  n igh t s  requ i red:    Shar ing wi th :        

 

RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  FFOORRMM  
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ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION 
 
Group  re serva t i ons  have  been  made  a t  t he  accommoda t ion  p roper t i e s  l i s t ed  be low fo r  t he  dura t i on  o f  t he  
fo rum.   To  ob ta in  t he  ra te s  l i s t ed  be l ow  your  accommoda t ion  mus t  be  booked  w i th  The  Bes t  Con fe rence  &  
Even t s  Co .  Fu l l  paymen t  f o r  t he  accommoda t ion  i s  to  be  pa id  to  The  Bes t  Con fe rence  &  Even t s  Co .  p r io r  t o  your  
a r r i va l  i n  Darw in .  A l l  p r i ce s  i nc l ude  GST .  
     PRICES ARE PER ROOM,PER NIGHT 
HOLIDAY INN ESPLANADE DARWIN -  The Esp lanade  
 De luxe S ing le/Double/Twin      $210.00 
Fou r  &  a  Ha l f  S ta r  Accommoda t ion ,  ove r look ing t he  ha rbour   Execu t ive  Sui te  S ing le/Double    $250.00 
Swimming  poo l ,  hea l t h  c l ub ,  r e s tauran t  &  bar s  1 minute walk to venue  
MIRAMBEENA TOURIST RESORT  -  Cavenagh S t ree t   
 S tandard S ing le/Double/Twin    $  96.80 
Loca ted  c l o se  t o  t he  c i t y  cen t r e ,  s e t  i n  t rop i ca l  su r round ings  Deluxe S ing le/Double/Twin      $121.00 
La rge  poo l s ,  24  h r  r e cep t ion ,  r e s tauran t ,  ba r  Townhouse ( s leeps  up to  4)         $162.00
  
Townhouses  a re  se l f - con ta ined .  10 minutes walk to venue  
VALUE INN – 50 Mi tche l l  S t ree t   
  
Two  s ta r  accommoda t ion  c l o se  t o  t he  c i t y  cen t r e   S tandard Room $ 85.00 
Swimming  poo l ,  24hr  acces s ,  o f f  s t r ee t  park ing  
No  t ea  o f  co f f ee  mak ing  fac i l i t i e s  5 minutes  walk to venue  
POINCIANA INN -  Cnr Mi tche l l  & McLach lan S t   
 
C lo se  t o  con fe rence  v enue ,  24  h r  r ecep t ion  S tandard S ing le/Double/Twin $125.00 
Swimming  poo l ,  r e s tauran t  &  bar s  1 minute walk to venue 
SAVILLE PARK SUITES -  88 The Esp lanade  
   
Fou r  s ta r  ho t e l  ov er l ook ing  Darw in  Harbour   S tudio S ing le/Double/Twin  $186.00 
Swimming  poo l ,  r e s tau ran t  and  24hr  recep t i on  1 Bedroom Apar tmen ts   $198.00 
Fu l l y  equ ipped  k i t chen  i n  s t ud ios  and  apar tmen t s  4 minutes  walk to venue  
Dis c l a imer :   The  i n fo rma t ion  con ta ined  i n  t h i s  b rochure  i s  co r rec t  a t  t he  t ime  o f  p r i n t i ng .   The  o rgan i se r s  sha l l  
no t  be  r e spons ib l e  fo r  any  co s t  o f  damages  f rom any  ac t i on  based  on the  i n fo rma t ion  i s  t h i s  b rochure .  
Cance l la t i on  Po l i cy :  A l l  cance l l a t i ons  mus t  be  made  i n  wr i t i ng  t o  t he  Con fe rence  Sec re ta r ia t .   Cance l l a t i ons  
a f t e r  31  March  and  pr io r  to  31  May  2004 w i l l  be  charged  a  $50  Admin i s t ra t ion  Fee .  Any  cance l l a t i ons  a f t e r  
t h i s  da te  may  i ncu r  a  50% cance l l a t i on  f ee  o f  a l l  i nd i ca ted i t ems  on  reg i s t ra t i on  fo rm.  Accommoda t ion  
cance l l a t i ons  a f t e r  1  June  2004  may  incu r  a  f ee  o f  one  n igh t ’ s  accommoda t ion .  Subs t i t u t ion  by  ano the r  pe r son  
w i l l  be  a t  no  add i t i ona l  co s t .   
Cred i t  Card  Surcharges :  Cred i t  Card  paymen t s  made  us ing  AMEX or  D ine r s  f or  accommoda t ion  book ings  w i l l  
a t t rac t  a  3% su r charge .  
PAYMENT DETAILS 
P l ease  no te  t ha t  f u l l  paymen t  i s  r equ i red  PR IOR  t o  you r  a r r i va l  i n  Darwin .  
I n  o rder  t o  r ece i ve  t he  spec ia l  fo rum accommoda t ion  p r i ce s ,  t he  accommoda t ion  mus t  be  booked  and  pa id  fo r  
i n  f u l l  to  The  Be s t  Con fe rence  and  Even t s  Company  pr io r  t o  you r  a r r i va l  i n  Darwin .   
Payment Calculat ions  
  
 Regis trat ion Fee AUD$  

 Dinner T ickets AUD$ 

 Accommodat ion -  (n igh t s )       _  @  $___ ___  (per  n igh t )  =  AUD$  
 

 TOTAL PAYMENT REQUIRED  AUD$   
Credi t  Card Payment 
I  hereby au thor i se The Bes t  Conference and Even ts  Company to  charge my credi t  card wi th  the above 
amount .  

  Bankcard    Visa Card    Mastercard   
 
Card Number:   _  _  _  _  /  _  _  _  _  /  _  _  _  _  /  _  _  _  _ Expiry Date:  _  _  /  _  _ 
 

Ful l  name on Card:            
 

S ignature         Date:    
 

 

Upon receipt  of  this  completed Registrat ion Form a Tax Invoice wi l l  be 
 issued by return fax/e-mail .  




