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Acute Crisis of the East Asian 

Triple Tension/Conflict?  
1. US-China, 2. Korea-Japan, and 3. North 

Korea’s Nuclear Issue 

=  A Really Critical Crossroad for Peace 

or War, Crisis or Stability. 

= How  to Cope With the War Coming 

Situation .   

= Paradoxical Future Road from the 

Macro Peace Building 

 



Should/Can We Construct an East 

Asian Stable/Perpetual Peace 

Template among “us/Asians/World 

Citizens”? ==  

 Two De-Asianizing/Globalizing 

Flows: 1) China’s “One Belt and One 

Road” (Asian) Global Cooperation 

Initiative 2) Japan’s  US-Japan 

Alliance Reinforcement and 

Revision of Peace Constitution 3) 

North Korea’s Nuclear Strategy  

 

Park Myung-Lim 



I am a Citizen of the World.  
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Homo Universalis? Publius Terentius - 

Homo Sum. Homo Nihil a Me Alienum 
Puto (I am a human being. Nothing 

human is alien to me.) ===  

Universal Republic, Universal State, 

World Government, World Republic, 

World State, 

    



We are the Citizens of the World? 

Diogenes, Socrates, Marcus Aurelius, 

Seneca, Cicero, Dante, Erasmus,  

Francis Bacon, St. Augustine, 

Comenius,  

Constantin Volney, Anacharsis Cloots, 

Thomas Jefferson, Jeremy Bentham, 

Kant,  

Karl Jaspers, Hannah Arendt  
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1. Recent Eruption of Cross - or Trans - Border Issues in East Asia 
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A. Weather and Environment: Yellow Sands, Air Pollution, 

Water Shortage, Fine Dust 

B. Economy: Trade, FTA ,CMI, AIIB, RCEP, TPP 

C. Immigration and Human Rights: Immigrants, Workers, 

North Korean Defectors, Comfort Woman (Sex Slave), 

International Marriage, Multi-cultural Family. 

D. Security: Counter-terrorism, Mass Destruction Weapon, 

Sea Lane Security, THAAD, ICBM 

E. Health and Haman Security: SARS, Food, Famine, 

Natural Disaster, Earthquake, Tsunami 

F. Energy Crisis and Cooperation: Nuclear Plant, Natural 

Gas  

Part II : Introduction 



2. Current Situations in East Asia (I) : Positive flows for Peace - and  

   Community-building 
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A. Rapid improvement of economic inter-dependence and 

intra-regional trade 

B. Immigration, regional division of labor, and  international 

marriage  

C. Upsurge of cultural exchange 

D. Rise of trans-national civic movement and organizations 

E. Tourism and mutual visiting, studying abroad. 

Part II : Introduction 



3. Current Situations in East Asia (II) : Negative flows for Peace and  

    Community-building 

A. Military competition and sharp increase of military 

budget among the  neighboring  countries: No.1 region 

in the world  

     neo-functional trickle down is possible?  

B. History textbook and history conflict 

C. Issue of the past wrongdoings; crime against humanity 

and crime against peace 

D. Territorial dispute among all the neighboring countries 

E. High tide of nationalism and nationalistic mentalities  
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Part II : Introduction 



4. Asian Paradox vs. European Paradox? 

1. Asian Paradox vs. European Paradox 

2. From European Contradiction to European Peace 

3. Christianity, Reason and Tolerance, Industrial 

Revolution, Parliamentary Democracy, System of 

Modern Nations 

4. 30 Years War, Imperialism, WW I, WW II, Nazism, 

Holocaust, Racism. Total War  

== 

5. European Integration, Co-existence, Long Peace and 

Stability, Welfare 
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Part II : Introduction 



5. Key Puzzle for East Asia 

Part II : Introduction 
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Modern Europe as Universal Pathway? 

A. Modern Europe: Many Members – Similar Scales among the Sta

tes – Likeminded Mentalities-Continued Conflict 

B. Other Ages or Regions: One Hegemon – Incomparable Scales – 

Relative Stability ? 

1. Rome and Europe 

2. China and East Asia 

3. Islamic World 

4. India and South West Asia  

5. U.S.A and North America 

 

6.  Brazil and South America 

7.  Russia and Central Asia 

8.  Contemporary Europe:  

           i. Western Europe and Eastern Europe               

                  (NATO and WTO, USA and USSR) 

           ii. EU and Integrated Europe 

 



1. Five Stages of Historical Evolution or Six Stages? 

A. Chinese World Order: Long period to the mid-19th century   

B. East Asian Un/Balance of Power Template among China, Japan, 

America, Britain, and Russia: Unstable interlude period with the coming of 

Western powers and the reversal of China-Japan relations.    

C. The Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere by Japanese Imperialism: 

First half of the 20th century  

D. US-USSR Cold War Dichotomy: second half of the 20th century 

E. Post-Cold War and the Re-rise of China: From the last decade of 

the 20th century to the present.  

F. US-China G-2 Era? or Post –globalization? / Sinicization-

Easternization Era?  from 9/11 or from 2008 US Economic Crisis or 

from 2019 US-China conflict 
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Part III: Contour and Uniqueness of East Asian Regional Order 



2. Historical Uniqueness and Peculiarities of the Past Regional Order(I)  

    Traditional and Modern Period  

A.  Recurrence of the Uni-Empire: Chinese World Order and the Greater East Asian Co-

prosperity Sphere : Negative legacies of the one-empire-dominated regional integration 

B.  Exclusive and Complete Replacement of One Empire to Another Empire: Not to 

include and co-exit at all in an integrated regional order. Chinese Empire vs. Japanese 

Empire.  

C. Incomparable scale and magnitude of national power of the related/neighboring 

countries: China, Japan, Russia (USA) vs. Korea(SK and NK), Mongolia, Taiwan, 

Vietnam, the Philippines…  etc. Four big powers both in EA and in the world 

simultaneously 

D. Long Existence and Duration of “Historic State” like a ‘Quasi-Modern Nation 

State’/’Semi-Modern Nation State”= very long congruence and coincidence of the ethnic 

unit and the political unit of China, Korea and Japan, along with the clear territorial 

boundaries, independent states, and collective identity and loyalty  

E. East Asian traditional regional order as a ‘Semi-Modern International System. ‘Chinese 

Hegemonic Empire’ as a ‘Hegemonic order’, with some autonomy=breathing width of 

periphery .very similar to current “‘American ‘hegemonic’ Empire”  
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Part III:  Contour and Uniqueness of East Asian Regional Order 
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A. Empires by Hegemony 

Roman Empire 

Chinese Empire 

British Empire 

American Empire  

B. Empires by Coercion 

Mongolian Empire 

Japanese Empire 

German Empire 

USSR  

  

3. Historical Uniqueness and Peculiarities of the Past Regional Order(I)  

    Two Kinds of Empires 

Part III:  Contour and Uniqueness of East Asian Regional Order 



4. Cold war and Contemporary period – “ North East Asian 

Exceptionalism”  Yalta System vs. San Francisco System 

A. No existence of collective security organization (ex: EATO or NEATO) and multilateral  

    regional organization (ex: OEAS) – the one and only region not having it in the world. 

             i) Europe – NATO (1949) and many other regional organizations   

             ii) Middle East – METO(1955) and CENTO(1959) 

             iii) Oceania – ANZUS(1951) 

             iv) Southeast Asia – SEATO(1954) and ASEAN(1961/1967) 

             v) America - OAS(1951) 

             vi) Africa – OAU(1963)   

B. Key Bilateral Matrix: Direct hub-and-spokes-relations with the USA  

             i) China- US  ii) Japan-US  iii) South Korea-US  iv) North Korea-US v) Taiwan-US  

C. Very strong and persistent legacies of the past issues   

D. All of the three globalized Major Ideological wars waged only in East Asia: Chinese 

revolution, Korean war, Vietnamese war (long peace—>wrong peace) 

E. Three existing socialist countries are all located in East Asia: China, North Korea,  

Vietnam(having the same experience to have the war against the US). Offspring of regional order and 

nationalism. Park Myung-Lim 

Part III:  Contour and Uniqueness of East Asian Regional Order 



5. Direct hub-and-spokes-relations with the USA  

Park Myung-Lim 

Part III:  Contour and Uniqueness of East Asian Regional Order 



6. Cold War Order in Comparison 

       East Asia 

USA 

North 

Korea 

China 

USSR 

Japan 
South 

Korea 

Global Regional national 

Part III:  Contour and Uniqueness of East Asian Regional Order 
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Part III:  Contour and Uniqueness of East Asian Regional Order 

7.  
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Part III:  Contour and Uniqueness of East Asian Regional Order 

8. 
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Part III:  Contour and Uniqueness of East Asian Regional Order 

9. 
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Part III:  Contour and Uniqueness of East Asian Regional Order 

10. 



1. Contemporary Regional Template in East Asia 
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A. One semi-global power: China 

B. Two regional powers: Japan and Russia 

C. One middle power: South Korea -- just in hard power,          

 not at all in soft power.  

D. One global power: USA 

E.  Several small powers: North Korea, Mongolia, Taiwan 

Part IV : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 
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Part IV : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 

2.  



3. Current Capabilities and Strategies of East Asian  

Countries 

Part IV : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 

A. China: China’s Dream for Global Empire and New Tenxia? 

1) One Belt and One Road  

2) AIIB and RCEP  

3) SCO 

4) Checking Japan 

5) Peace, Stability and Cooperation with the two Koreas 

6) Confucius/Confucianism in the 21st Century    
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4. Current National Capabilities and Policies of East Asian  

Countries 

Part IV : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 

B. Japan: Re-De-Asianization as a Regional Power  

 1) Japan-US Alliance and check neighboring China/ Korea 

      2) Revision of Peace Constitution  

 3) East Asian ‘Economic’ Cooperation  

 C. South Korea: Three Directions as a middle power  

 1) To continue alliance with the USA 

 2) To accelerate close cooperation with China   

 3) To develop inter-Korean relations  
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 Confucianism as an East Asian Universal Value / Standard? 

          

 A. Three Biggest Empires in China:  Anti- Confusion and Non-Hanzu  

                   (漢族. Authentic Chinese) Empires (Mongol, Qing, and PRC) 

 B. Short Period of Unified Hanzu Empires : 

         only 24.7% from China Dynasty(527 years of among total 2132 years) 

        40.8% (871 years): Non-Hanzu Rule 

        41.5% (885 years): Unified Empires 

 C. So Frequent Chinese Dynasty change and short Dynasty longevity.  

 

5.  

Part IV : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 

  Integration by Confucianism? 



 D. Much Wider: Asianness  > Sicinism=Chineseness > Confucianism   

China: Confucianism, Socialism 

South Korea: Christianity, Buddhism,     

                      Catholic 

North Korea: Socialism 

Japan: Buddhism 

Mongol: Buddhism 

Taiwan: Confucianism 
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Singapore: Buddhism, Islam 

Burma, Laos, Thailand: Buddhism 

the Philippines: Catholic 

Indonesia: Islam 

Vietnam: Catholic, Buddhism  

Malaysia: Islam, Buddhism,  

                 Christianity 

Part IV : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 

  6. Integration by Confucianism? 



7. Two Kinds of Empires Again 
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A. Empires by Hegemony 

Roman Empire 

Chinese Empire 

British Empire 

American Empire  

flexible, soft and long- 
lived. China-US Duo: Pax 
Simericana: After Diplomatic 
Normalization, Long Peace 
in East Asia    

B. Empires by Coercion 

Mongolian Empire 

Japanese Empire 

German Empire 

USSR  

 relatively inflexible, hard 

and  short-lived  

  

Part IV : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 



8. Two Kinds of Empires Again 
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Exit Absorption 

Empire’s Boundary  

Coercion 

(Lower limit) 

Consent 

(Upper limit) 

Conflict for full 
autonomy 

Conflict for full 
domination 

Room of survival and 
development 

(Loyalty with voice)  

Part IV : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 



1. Wisdom and Thought of the Past  

Park Myung-Lim 

Part V : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 

A (Second) New Normal:  

Re-rise of China and World Peace  

 

Consequences of the US-China Rivalry for the last 30 Years 

Thucydides Trap: Proved Wrong 

Power Transition hypothesis between Hegemonic/Advantage  Power vs. 

Great/Disadvantage Power : also proved wrong. 

Very Peaceful Power Transition between German Unification, Russia-Germany, 

Japan-China, USA-China, Russia-China --- Compare with 1914-1919.      

 Especially No major war in the Pacific Areas at all during the US-China Rivalry. 

But Between US-Japan, Us-Russia Rivalry Eras? So many Wars. Very Important 

Differences.    

 



2. Wisdom and Thought of the Past  

Exemplar models in East Asia; Sun Yat Sen’s Pan 
Asianism, An Jung-Geun’s East Asian Peace 
Council and Hukuzawa Yukichi’s Civilization 

Based a domestic republican development, he proposed, one hundred 
years ago(1910), a concrete substantial design of achieving East Asian 
peace/integration and Korean self-reliance/prosperity simultaneously. 
He designed a set of East Asian regional peace/Peace Council with 
establishing East Asian common army, East Asian common currency, 
East Asian common bank, East Asian common language and East Asian 
common military base. And their branches to the cities of member 
countries. 

Then the problem is how to fundamentally change the memories, 
identities, and consciousness of him from Korean to East Asian, an 
assassinator of Ito Hirobumi to Peace Initiator, from ‘Korean’ patriot to 
‘East Asian’ peace architect, from nationalist to (pan) East Asianist. The 
Korean ad East Asian people can start now for the balanced views and 
approaches? 
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Part V : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 



3. Wisdom and Thought  of the Past  

    Inter-connecting the two tasks; national independence/ peace unification and        

regional peace/cooperation, nationalism and regionalism, nationality and          

regionality. 

A. First inventor of ‘positive’ peace/’comprehensive’ peace/’productive’ peace/’per

petual’ peace in East Asia: From negative peace to positive peace, from unilat

eral peace/stability to cooperative stability/peace, from unstable peace to lastin

g peace  

B.  Not peace with tradition/poverty/counter-civilization, but peace with prosperity/

modernization/civilization/world.   

C.  Three-staged peace development and progress  

I. Peace-keeping; recognizing respective sovereignty among three countries.   

II. peace-making and peace-building; constructing common army and common military bas

e(military port) 

III. peace-enforcing and peace-consolidating; building common bank, economic developme

nt, and common currency, teaching common language. Building East Asian peace coun

cil(executive body) Park Myung-Lim 

Part V : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 



4. Wisdom and Thought  of the Past  
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Part V : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 

Mao Zedong  

Tripartite-peace of the world. The legs-of-tripod- 

peace[天下三分之計]: Europe, China, and America.(Oct.  

1935 just after ending “the Long March” at the summit of  

Kunlun mountain, <<念奴嬌·昆侖. Stories. Kunlun>> 



5. Wisdom and Thought  of the Past  
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Part V : “Perpetual Peace” Building in East Asia 

把汝裁爲三截 (Divide the world into three parts) 

一截遺歐/一截贈美/一截留中國(Give one part to Europe, Donate One to America, Return one 

to China) 

太平世界/環球同此涼熱(‘Perpetual’ Peaceful world would come, The globe will enjoy the same cold 

and hot) in 1949, 1972 he always pursued the eternal world peace through this three-party-divided-

the-world.      



EU  

Chi
na 

US
A 

Mao Zedong: The legs-of-tripod-
peace 



An Jung-Geun’s Idea of East 
Asia Peace Council as a 
Perfect Universal Peace at the 
time of the (First) New Normal 
--- East-West Encounter 

• Idea of East Asian Peace 
Council, 1909 – here Council 
means  Union: Dual Identity, Dual 
Citizenship,  Dual Tax 

• “Through East Asian Peace 
Council, Japan, China, and Korea 
will achieve the perpetual peace 
and happiness” 

• Connect the EAPC as a 
Republican Federal with 
perpetual peace and perpetual 
happiness 

• An Idea of East Asia Federalism 
or EA regional Integration 



화폐-금융-교육-군대-언어 

An Jung-Geun’s  
Idea of Universal Peace 



Extended Asian Peace Chains of Common 
Currency, Education, Military, Bank, and 

Language 



10. The final polity of East Asian community?  

    The level of institutionalization, constitutionalization and governance: 

sovereignty, tightness and density 

Part V : “Perpetual Peace Building” in East Asia   

A. To construct an entirely new post-sovereign/trans-

sovereign community with a single constitution or 

pact 

B.To continue the current situation: just loosely 

regional network of separate fields among the 

respective independent nation state  
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 To cope with the two extremes to find any third way or 

eclectic golden mean  



11. Why Mezzo or Medium? To find a Balanced Mean / Golden Mean 

Part V : Perpetual Peace and Mezzo Integration 

 

 

ㆍ How to weaken the first  

ones?                                   

ㆍ How to strengthen the 

second ones? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Theoretical-practical 

Starting points  
East Asian Situation  

Dual Process and 

channel of 

representation 

National / Territorial 

representation / 

representative 

Functional / 

Associational 

representation / 

representative  

1 

2 
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* QMV(Qualified Majority Voting? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

National 

- Identity                  

-Consciousness 

-Sovereignty       

-Interest             

-Government 

/executive 

strong 

Regional 

- Identity                    

-Consciousness 

-Sovereignty       

-Interest             

-Government 

/executive 

weak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ㆍinterconnecting between 

countries 

ㆍinterconnecting between 

national level and 

regional level 

ㆍnational sovereignty, 

identity, and interest 

ㆍregional sovereignty, 

identity, and interest 

Dual sovereignty, identity& 

interest 

Interconnecting horizontally & 

vertically 



12. The final polity of East Asian Peace Community 

    The Five Imaginative Ways of Regional Community 

Part V :“Perpetual Peace” and Mezzo Integration   

 Unified EA 

 Republic? 

United 

 States of 

 EA? 

EA  

Union? 

EA Federation/ 

Common 

Wealth of 

Sovereign 

States  

Republic United States Union 
Federation / 

Common Wealth 
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Absolutely 

Impossible  

Absolutely 

Impossible  
Impossible  

Almost 

Impossible  

1 2 3 4 

EA Mezzo 

community 

of Sovereign 

States  

Mezzo community 

Possible 

Best  

5 



Republican – Federal Peace: A 
‘Possible Best’ Way for  

World 
Peace 

Nation
al 

Peace 

Societ
y 

Peace 

Individ
ual 

Peace 
Intern

al 
Peace 

Extern
al 

Peace 

Pax 
Humanus 

Pax Optimus 

Pax Perpetua 

Pax Humanus  


